
 

Have you spotted a heritage species ?

NE

Census form :

Observation site

Abundance

Size (small, medium, large)

Distinctive features or markings

And take photos if possible !

Size : Up to 11 cm of diameter.

Description : Gastropod mollusk ; flattened, oval-shaped shell ;

30 to 50 pronounced and wide radial ribs forming a crenulated

edge ; highly marked growth striations ; yellowish outer shell

with a rusty appearance ; inner shell white-blue with a brown

border.

Diet : A sedentary mollusk that feeds on algae (herbivore),

scraping them from rocky surfaces as it moves.

Did you know ? The ferreous limpet is a protandrous

hermaphrodite, meaning it first develops as a male before

transitioning into a female. Male sexual maturity is reached

when the shell measures 2 to 3 cm, and the animal becomes

female when the shell reaches 6 cm.

Your observations matter !

We value your observations ! 
Share them at 
ramoge.org or cromis.ffessm.fr

Species

factsheet

Ferreous limpet

Patella ferruginea

Characteristics

Living environment

Distribution area : Endemic to the

Mediterranean. Found in Corsica, Liguria, Sardinia,

Sicily, and a few isolated areas in North Africa.

Possible observations around Monaco, Cannes and

the islands off Hyères.

Habitat : Turbulent intertidal zones, between 0

and 1 m above sea level.

IUCN Red List of Threatened Species:

Not evaluated.

Collection prohibited

Collection prohibited

Collection prohibited

Threats and regulations

Considered the most endangered marine

invertebrate, primarily due to harvesting — both

for its culinary value and as bait by fishermen.
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Larger in size ; more
deeply serrated edge
with more
pronounced striations,
darker patterns ;
thicker shell ;
iridescent inner
surface.

How to differenciate the species

from other limpets ?
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P. ferruginea

P. ulyssiponensis

P. rustica

Extinct Threatened
Least

concern


