
Have you spotted a non-indigenous species ?

Your observations matter !

Distribution

Caulerpa cylindracea

Characteristics

Additional information

Living environment

Size : 3 to 6 cm in height on average, 3 to 10

mm in width.

Description : Stems connected by stolons and

topped with cylindrical or rounded branches of

about 3 mm in diameter. Coloration ranges

from light green to dark green.

Diet : Photosynthetic algae.

Not to be confused with : No similar species

in the Mediterranean.

Origin : Atlantic, Indian Ocean, West Pacific. Genetic analyses suggest it was introduced from populations

present to the west of Australia. The mode of introduction is still debated: maritime traffic, aquarium trade,

or even intentional introduction.

Commercial value : None.

Danger to humans : None.

Environmental impact  Rapid proliferation through asexual reproduction and very little consumed by

herbivores ; rapid expansion at the expense of native species such as posidonia, thus altering benthic

assemblages and the entire associated ecosystem.
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From 0 to 70 m, most commonly between 15 and 30 m. It settles on all types of substrates, except on

unstable soft bottoms.

doris.ffessm © Véronique LAMARE 

PRESENT IN THE 

RAMOGE AREA

Source : Verlaque et al. 2015, CIESM 2021

Species

Factsheet

Census form :

Observation site

Abundance

Distinctive features or markings

And take photos if possible !


