Your observations matter !

Species Portuguese man-of-war

Factsheet Physalia physalis

doris.ffessm © Michel BARRABES

Living environment

Additional information
Origin: Atlantic, Red Sea, Indo-Pacific. NB:

The organism drifts with the currents and
winds, so it can be accidentally carried into the
Mediterranean from the Strait of Gibraltar or
the Suez Canal.

Commercial value : None.

Danger to humans : Its tentacles are highly
venomous due to the presence of toxins, which
can even be fatal. Since the tentacles can

measure several meters in length, caution is

essential.

ALREADY SEEN IN
THE RAMOGE AREA

The individual floats on the surface of the water.

Characteristics

Size : The float can measure 10 to 20 cm, and the

tentacles can reach up to 50 m long.

Description : A colonial organism, a cousin of
jellyfish as they belong to the same phylum, Cnidaria.
It consists of an elongated, transparent float with a
violet color, from which long and thin tentacles

extend.

Diet : Carnivorous (small fish, possibly crustaceans,

and other small planktonic animals).

Not to be confused with : The by-the-wind sailor
(Velella velella), belonging to the same class as the
Portuguese man-of-war, but very common in the
Mediterranean and harmless to humans. The upper
part is not a float but a disk topped with a sail, made
of chitin.

Census form :

® Observation site

® Abundance

And take photos if possible !




