
Have you spotted a heritage species ?
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Extict Threatened Least Concern
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IUCN Red List of Threatened Species : Vulnerable –
Species threatened by illegal fishing.

Fishing prohibited

Minimum catch size : 20 cm

Fishing prohibited

Threats and Regulations

Census form :

Observation site

Abundance

Size (small, medium, large)

Adult or Juvenile

Behavior

Distinctive features or markings

And take photos if possible !

Your observations matter !

We value your observations ! 
Share them at :
ramoge.org or cromis.ffessm.fr

Species

Factsheet 

Brown meagre

Sciaena umbra

Characteristics

Adult vs. juvenile distinction
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Living environment

Distribution area : Mediterranean Sea, Black Sea,
Western Atlantic.
Habitat : Groups of dozens of individuals ; Sedentary ;
Sandy bottoms, rocky substrates, and seagrass beds.
Depth range : 1 to 200 meters.

Size : Up to 70 cm in length.
Description : High-bodied with an arched back and flat
belly ; pelvic and anal fins are edged in white at the
front ; two large yellow dorsal fins ; yellow caudal fin
with a black outline.
Diet : Carnivorous (feeds on crustaceans, polychaetes,
and fish).
Did you know? Like all Sciaenidae, the brown meagre
can produce sounds to communicate by vibrating its
swim bladder.

Juveniles are brown-orange
with numerous dark spots.
In their post-larval stage and
up to 4 cm in length, their
caudal and pelvic fins appear
oversized in proportion to
the body.
 

At around 10 cm, they display adult coloration,

though their fins remain slightly 

disproportionate.

They are most commonly seen in July.


