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Living environment

Rocky and sandy seabeds, between 15 and 100 m
of depth.

Additional information
Origin : Indo-Pacific and Red Sea (introduced

into the Mediterranean via the Suez Canal).
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Commercial value : None, due to its toxicity.

Danger to humans : Formidable teeth capable
. of severing a finger (they also cut through
fishermen’s nets), and the flesh of this fish is

toxic, like its Japanese cousin, the fugu.
Consuming this fish is therefore very dangerous,

even potentially deadly.

A Environmental impact :

species, significant reproductive capacity, and

Predator of native

very few natural predators due to its toxicity.

CURRENTLY
ABSENT FROM THE
RAMOGE AREA

Silver-cheeked toadfish
Lagocephalus sceleratus

Characteristics

Size, : Generally 40-60 cm long, but up to 1.1 m.
Description : Gray back speckled with black spots, white
belly, and a silver stripe from the mouth to the tail fin;
small spines on its belly and back. Long, triangular head,
with a flat body that can puff up like a balloon by
swallowing water.

Diet : Carnivorous (small fish, mollusks, and
crustaceans).

Not to be confused with : Other species of Lagocephalus
sp.: one is native (L. lagocephalus — dark back and no
spots). Z
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The others are non-indigenous and were introduced via
the Suez Canal (L. spadiceus, with yellowish reflections,
and L. suezensis, smaller ~ \
and with brownish tones).\
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NB: There are also nearly a dozen non-indigenous pufferfish
species, belonging to several different genera.

Census form :

® Observation site

® Abundance

® Size (small, medium, large)

® Behavior
® Distinctive features or markings

And take photos if possible !
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