Your observations matter !
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Species Dusky Grouper
Factsheet Epinephelus marginatus

Characteristics

Size : Up to 1.40 m in length.

Description : Oval-shaped, thick, and robust body ;
large head with prominent eyes ; brownish coloring
with pale spots ; a single dorsal fin ; rounded tail with a
white edge ; rear parts of dorsal and anal fins are dark.
NI R RSN O\l  Diet : Apex predator (feeds on cephalopods,

crustaceans, and ﬁsh) .

Threats and Regulations

IUCN Red List of Threatened Species :
Endangered — species threatened by illegal fishing.

Did you know ? Groupers change sex during their
lifetime. They are female until around 10-15 years of
age, then become male for the rest of their lives. They

can live up to 50 years.

Extinct Threatened Least Concern
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Living environment

Distribution area : Mediterranean Sea, Atlantic Ocean,
Fishing prohibited :
Indian Ocean.
I:I Minimum catch size : 45cm Habitat : Solitary and territorial ; rocky bottoms with

: Bishins srohbitcd cavities ; sandy bottoms with Posidonia seagrass.
Depth : From 5 to over 100 meters. Juveniles stay

shallower, up to 15 meters deep.

Adult vs. juvenile distinction

From 2 days to 2 months : juveniles are light-

colored with vertical brown bands ; translucent

caudal fin. | ‘
After 2 months : juveniles (around 3.5 cm) & @ E/
already display adult morphological features. P
Most commonly observed from July to Caneia (T 2

September. ® Observation site
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® Abundance

® Size (small, medium, large)

® Adult or Juvenile

We value your observations !

Share them at :

. Y NI
ramoge.org or cromis.ffessm.fr Behavior
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® Distinctive features or markings

And take photos if possible !




