Your observations matter !

Species

Factsheet Siganus rivulatus

Additional information

Origin : Indian Ocean and Red Sea (introduced

into the Mediterranean via the Suez Canal).

Commercial value Not very popular in
restaurants despite being abundant in the eastern

Mediterranean.

Danger to humans : Venomous spines on the
dorsal fin that can cause painful stings, but the
fish is not aggressive.

Environmental impact : It competes with native
herbivores and leads to a significant decrease in
algae and seagrass beds, sometimes causing severe

habitat degradation. Its spread is relatively fast.

Distribution

CURRENTLY
ABSENT FROM THE
RAMOGE AREA

Marbled spinefoot / Rivulated rabbitfish

Characteristics

Size : Between 25 and 30 cm.

Description : Fusiform body with a forked tail fin,
pale gray in color, sometimes with yellow stripes.
Diet : Herbivorous (algae and seagrasses).

Not to be confused with : The karanteen (Sarpa
salpa), very common above seagrass beds, with a
more forked tail fin, clearly visible yellow stripes,

and a yellow eye.
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Also not to be confused with Siganus luridis, which
is also a non-indigenous species, having a more
rounded body and a straight tail fin.

Living environment

Up to 40 meters deep, near the bottoms,
especially above algae and seagrass beds. They
can form schools.

Census form :
® Observation site

® Abundance

® Size (small, medium, large)

® Behavior
® Distinctive featuers or markings

And take photos if possible !




