
 

Have you spotted a heritage species ?

Living environment

Extinct Threatened
Least

concern

Census form :

Observation site

Abundance

Size (small, medium, large)

Adult or Juvenile

Distinctive features or markings

Dead or alive (dead indivuals’

shells are open)

And take photos if possible !

Size : Up to 1 m tall.

Description : A large bivalve ; triangular ; a brown shell ;

the tapered anterior end is buried ; the posterior end is

rounded ; gutter-like folds along the shell edge (which

disappear in older individuals) ; often covered with attached

organisms ; smooth, pearly interior. 

Diet : Filter-feeding mollusk (organic matter and

plankton).

Did you know ? 90% of the noble pen shell population in

the Mediterranean has been decimated by a protozoan

parasite, originating from the Atlantic (Haplosporidium

pinnae) and affecting digestive glands. It spreads more

rapidly as waters warm. NB : the parasite struggles to

survive in lagoons with variable salinity, where Pinna nobilis

can still thrive. These areas may allow for repopulation.

Your observations matter !

We value your observations ! 
Share them at :
ramoge.org or cromis.ffessm.fr

Species

Factsheet

Noble pen shell

Pinna nobilis

Characteristics

Distribution area : Endemic to the Mediterranean.
Habitat : Muddy-sandy seabeds, seagrass beds of posidonia
or common eelgrass. 
Depth : 5 to 40 m.

IUCN Red List : Critically Endangered. 
Previously threatened by illegal fishing, habitat loss,
and boat anchoring. Now severely endangered due to
Haplosporidium pinnae.

Collection strictly prohibited

Collection strictly prohibited

Collection strictly prohibited

Juveniles grow rapidly ; their shells are smoother,
thinner, and sometimes transparent. The groovy
folds are more pronounced than in adults.
Juveniles may be notably found in lagoons,
estuaries, or river mouths.

Threats and regulations

Juvenile vs. Adult Distinction
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It is also prohibited to collect the shells of dead
individuals.



 

Have you spotted a heritage species ?

Your observations matter !

Species

Factsheet

Rough pen shell

Pinna rudis

Juvenile vs. Adult distinction
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IUCN Red List : Not Evaluated. 
Previously threatened due to its ressemblance with
the noble pen shell.

Collection prohibited

No specific regulations apply

Collection prohibited

Threats and regulations

Size : Up to 50 cm tall.

Description : Large bivalve ; triangular ; a reddish-brown,

orange-tinted shell ; buried tapered anterior end ; a rounded

posterior end ; the shell has ridges and tile-like protrusions ;

shell often covered with attached organisms. 

Diet : Filter-feeding mollusk (organic matter and

plankton).

Did you know ? The Haplosporidium pinnae appears

uncapable to affect Pinna rudis. Moreoever, hybrids between

the two Pinna species may exist and seem to be resistant to

the parasite. This information is yet to be confirmed. 

Characteristics

Living environment

Distribution area : Red Sea, Eastern and Western Atlantic,
rare in the Mediterranean.
Habitat : Rocky seadebs, crevices and dark areas.
Depth : From the surface down to around 60 m.

Juveniles grow quickly; their shells are smoother, thinner,
sometimes transparent, and less colorful. Protrusions on
the shell are less developed.
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We value your observations ! 
Share them at :
ramoge.org or cromis.ffessm.fr

Census form :

Observation site

Abundance

Size (small, medium, large)

Adult or Juvenile

Distinctive features or markings

Dead or alive (dead indivuals’

shells are open)

And take photos if possible !
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Least

concern


