
Size : Up to 40 cm long.
Description : Massive and stocky body,
wide head with eyes directed upwards,
excellent camouflage with rocks, very
variable color, dorsal fin with fleshy
protuberances hiding long and strong
spines, highly developed pectoral fins.
Diet : Carnivorous and a large predator
(fish, crustaceans).
Not to be confused with : The red
scorpionfish (Scorpaena scrofa), less
massive with a spiny dorsal fin instead of
fleshy protuberances, and eyes on the
sides.

Have you spotted a non-indigenous species ?

Your observations matter !

Origin : Indo-Pacific and Red Sea (introduced into the

Mediterranean via the Suez Canal).

Commercial value : None.

Danger to humans : Has 12 to 14 venomous spines on

the protuberances of the dorsal fin, with stings that can be

fatal. It is one of the most venomous and dangerous marine

species in the world due to its excellent camouflage ability.

Environmental impact : Predator of native species, with

very few natural predators itself.

Reef stonefish 

Synanceia verrucosa

Characteristics

Additional information

Living environment
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Rocky or mixed bottoms down to 50 m deep, can also bury
itself in the sand.
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Distribution

CURRENTLY

ABSENT FROM THE
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Factsheet

Census form :

Observation site

Abundance

Size (small, medium, large)

Behavior

Distinctive features or markings

And take photos if possible !


