
Have you spotted a non-indigenous species ?

Your observations matter !

Distribution

CURRENTLY

ABSENT FROM THE

RAMOGE AREA

Monrovia doctorfish

Acanthurus monroviae

Characteristics

Additional information

Living environment

Size : Around 20 cm but can

reach up to 45 cm.

Description : Oval and

flattened body, pale to dark gray

color, dark edges on the fins,

yellow-orange spot around the

erectile spine at the base of the

tail fin.

Diet : Omnivorous (grazes on

algae covering the substrate,

scrapes detritus, can also

consume zooplankton and small

invertebrates).

Not to be confused with : No

similar species in the

Mediterranean.

Origin : West Atlantic (introduced into the Mediterranean via the
Strait of Gibraltar).

Commercial value : Very rarely consumed.

Danger to humans : Like all surgeonfish, it has an erectile spine at
the base of the tail fin that is particularly sharp and can be deployed
for defense. Their name comes from the fact that this spine is as
sharp as a scalpel.

Environmental impact : Rapid reproduction; very few natural
predators; forms schools of many individuals, leading to a significant
decrease in algae and degrading habitats.
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From 5 to 50 meters deep, on rocky bottoms or wrecks. Often in
schools.

Source : Vasconcelos et al. 2018, CIESM 2021

Species

Factsheet

Census form :

Observation site

Abundance

Size (small, medium, large)

Behavior

Distinctive features or markings

And take photos if possible !


